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LAW LIBRARY BRIEFS
The College of William and Mary
Marshall:'Wythe Law Library
Volume 2, Number 4

March, 1991
Some of the recent titles received are:
Evetybody's Guide to Small Claims Court,
Simple Contracts for Personal Use, Power
of Attorney Book, and The Inventor's
Notebook. Check LION for classification
numbers.

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

The area immediately adjacent to the Library
reference and administrative offices, houses
the general reference. collection as ~ell. ~s
sections containing baSIC federal and VIrgInIa
primary sources. Unbo"';!nd ~ssues of law
journals are also located In thIS area. ~ a
source of quick reference these matenals
must be used only in this area. By confining
the use of the reference collection to one
area, patrons can rely on the source neede~
always being available for use. For thIS
reason reference materials may not be
checke'd out or shelf slipped to a carrel.
Two photocopy machines are available in the
reference area for the use of patrons who
wish to copy information tro~ re~erence
books. Please help us maIntaIn thIS core
reference collection by respecting the
reference materials usage policy.
Recently the Library instituted a subscription
to all Nolo Press publications. Nolo Press is
known for issuing legal self-help books for
non-lawyers. Usually considered "how to"
books, they allow individuals to obtain legal
information written in non-legalese. These
books are located in the reference area.

Other recent additions to the Law Library's
self-help information sources are pamphlets
issued by the Virginia State Bar. A number
of pamphlets on various topics are available
free of charge to Law Library patrons. They
are available on the Library Handout shelves
which are located directly across from the
circulation desk. Although purchased mainly
to provide information to non-law patrons,
any interested patron may take a copy of the
pamphlets available. Some of the ti!les
include: Virginia Lawyer Referral ServIce,
Wills in Virginia, Purchasing Your Home,
and How do Lawyers Charge.
... MR
INFORMATION FRONTIERS:
BEYOND LEXIS & WESTLAW

A few adventurous students and faculty feel
the need to explore information horizons
beyond LEXIS and WESTLAW.
This
journey can be troublesome .for t~e
uninitiated.
As a scout, expennced In
travelling through these uncharted passages,
I can lead you to your online destination.
Our forefathers called out "Wagons 'Ho", as
they began explorations of new frontiers.
Our journey begins with "Dial Access".
Before you begin, however, you shou~d
become familiar with the terms of the traIl.
Your mode of transportation will be any
personal computer with a reliable modem. If
you don't own your own means of
transportation you can use the PC's on the
far back wall in the computer lab or the
WESTLAW terminals in the Learning
Center. You will also need to contact the

VTLS EASTERN REGIONAL MEETING

wagon master/system operator for your
destination. Finally, your basic map to
many online destinations will be your
communications software manual.

In early March the College of William and
Mary hosted the VTLS Eastern Regional
Meeting.
VTLS (Virginia Tech Library
System) is the vendor which supplies the
software for the College's LION automated
catalog.
Several members of the Law
Library's staff participated in the meeting
which focused on enhancements to the new
software to be released later this year.
Library staff also attended discussions among
VTLS members concerning features they
wished VTLS to consider for future
enhancements.

The first thing you need to do is outfit
yourself for the trip, i.e. configure your
system to be compatible with the host
computer. This involves setting the baud
rate on your modem and setting the parity,
data and stop bits, terminal emulation, and
the phone number so that travel between
you and your destination/host system will be
smooth and error free. You will need to
consult your map/manual to complete this
configuration. You may also want to contact
the wagon master/system operator of the
online system if you need additional
information to begin your journey.
Now that you have your system configured to
access a host computer system, you are ready
to roll. With many communications software
packages, you can create an online map,
called a script, to perform all of the steps
necessary to log on to a host system
automatically.
You create this map by
observing the step-by-step route to log on to
the other computer. Try to log on manually
and record each step you take to get on the
other system.
Then, referring to your
software manual, write each of those steps
into your log-on map.
Once you have outfitted your system you can
start exploring the frontiers of electronic
information systems.
Most of this
information is not found in LEXIS or
WESTLAW or even in print format.
Information of interest to the legal
community that you might find include online
law library catalogs, government information,
legislative information, and court opinions.
I have personally wandered through several
of these database frontiers, and have
recreated my charts for you to use in your
own travels. These can be found on pages
5 and 6. Included are the name of the
service, the configuration settings, the phone
number, a contact person should you need
help, and the first command to get you
rolling on your trip.
And, as your messages go off towards the
sunset (California is still online, after all),
remember that tomorrow holds the promise
of new information frontiers waiting to be
discovered.
...MGH

Mary Grace Hune and Audrey Flock
produced an exhibit for the conference which
depicted our use of the system to circulate
Mary Grace
copy cards and keys.
demonstrated the paradox-based system used
in the Law Library to check out noncirculating materials to carrel collections.
Hewlett-Packard, vendor of the VTLS
hardware, donated a Hewlett-Packard
calculator to the winner of a drawing from
among those who prepared exhibits. And
the winners were -- Mary Grace and Audrey!
Professor Hardy displayed his Lexpert
software and took part in a panel discussion
of the pros and cons of the VTLS system
from a users perspective. Professor Hardy
succinctly stated why he found the system
difficult to use and offered suggestions as to
how the system could be made more user
friendly. The VTLS President and Systems
Manager were present and seemed willing to
consider suggestions made by the users panel.
...MR
LIBRARY LINGO

The following is a review for students of
library terms we all know and love, but
sometimes forget when we're excited about
checking out books at the circulation desk.
Reference -- Books found in the "fishbowL"
These books are NON-CIRCULATING,
which means mere mortals must peruse these
tomes while imitating guppies at feeding
time.
Reserve -- Proper attire (a valid ID) is
required, and due to the content of some of
those Reserve Room videos, no one under
- 2 -

17 admitted without parent or guardian.
These hot items are considered LIMITED
CIRCULATION and most are only checked
out for four (4) hours, (videos are checked
out for 24 hours) or it's gonna cost you a
buck an hour. Other items considered on
Reserve are copy cards for student
organizations, audio-visual equipment and
anything else we hope to have returned
within a reasonable length of time.

THE EXPANDED SEARCH FEATURE
ON LEGALTRAC

A recent software update has added the
EXPAND feature to LEGALTRAC.
EXPAND allows you to combine terms or
"key words" in one search. Instead of using
regular Library of Congress-type subject
headings, it is now possible to connect
("and") several key words together, similar to
a "Boolean" search on LION.

Non-Circulating -- "No way!", "Not on a bet!"
are examples of the type of response you can
expect when requesting to check out a noncirculating item. Non-circulating materials
are not shelved in one specific location, but
they must be used in the Library. Books
which fall into this category are reference
books, some treatises and looseleafs (for
example, Special Subject materials), books
from a set of three or more volumes, or any
of the unclassified materials.

To access the EXPAND function, begin your
search in the usual manner, by typing a
subject term, e.g., DOMESTIC RELATIONS.
If DOMESTIC RELATIONS is a valid
subject heading, it will be highlighted in a
column of subject terms on the screen. If it
is not a valid subject term it will not appear
in the list of subject headings, and the term
closest in alphabetical order to DOMESTIC
RELATIONS will be highlighted.
Once any term is highlighted, access
EXPAND by typing <E>, and an
EXPANDED SEARCH screen will be
displayed, with your search terms inside an
elongated rectangle. You may then either
type additional terms in the rectangle, or
erase your previous terms and type in new
terms. You can use up to 48 characters in
the rectangle, including spaces, but search
terms must be separated by spaces. Terms
may be typed in any order. The more terms
you include, the narrower your search will
be, since only those references which contain
all terms listed will be retrieved. Note that
a year, such as 1987, may be used as a
search term.

Classified v. Unclassified -- Basically, a
classified book has one of those cute call
number labels on the spine or front cover,
and an unclassified book does not. The
Library of Congress (LC) assigns numbers
and letters to every book based on its
subject, author, publisher, etc. If you've ever
crossed the threshold into the Law Library,
you've probably noticed that call numbers for
most of the classified books start with the
letters KF, which designates American law
books.
This is followed by a number
designating the type of law--746 is estate
planning, 1246 is torts, 9201 is criminal law,
etc.. This makes it easy to browse the shelf
in a particular area for books on the same
subject.

Using the sample search term DOMESTIC
RELATIONS, suppose that you were really
interested in finding the annual survey of
domestic relations law in Virginia. After
<E> for EXPAND is pressed, the words
DOMESTIC RELATIONS would appear in
the rectangle on screen. Since the cursor
would be on the last letter of RELATIONS,
space once, and type in VIRGINIA
SURVEY.
Running the program will
retrieve references in which all of those
terms appear somewhere in the reference, in
any of the subject, author or title fields.
Remember that since your terms can appear
in any order, in any field, you are likely to
retrieve references which are not on point.

On the other hand, unclassified books are
usually shelved by volume number, date
and/or in alphabetical order. Unclassified
books have no call numbers or barcode
numbers. They do not circulate, but may be
checked out to a study carrel with a pink
carrel slip or by Law Faculty to their office.
"Libraty Lingo" isn't really all that difficult
once you learn the terms. It can really help
you save a lot of time locating materials
when you know whether or not the book is
in a special collection and if it can be
checked out.
...AF

r
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THE OXFORD WINDOWS

After typing your search terms, begin an
by
pressing
EXPANDED
SEARCH
<ENTER>. The program "reads" each term
in order and notes the total number of times
the term appears in the database. Certain
words (such as "the," "and," ''with,'' etc.) will
not be read, and the program simply skips
them and notes that they were not searched.

When entering the Law School lobby, it is
difficult not to notice the two large stained
glass windows. Ever wonder where they
came from or why they are displayed in the
~w School lobby?
The windows were donated to the MarshallWythe School of Law by the Warden and
Fellows of All Souls College of Oxford
Vniversity in England, due largely to the
auspices of the late Professor William F.
Swindler. The windows were presented on
the occasion of the Bicentennial of American
Legal Education held at Marshall-Wythe in
1979 to commemorate the establishment of
the first Chair of Law in America. Luckily
the College was notified of the gift during
the planning stages for the construction of
the new Law School building. This enabled
the School to design the striking display of
the windows in the "new building" which
opened in 1980.

Once each term has been "read", the
program looks for references combining all
of the terms, and the number of "FOUND
REFERENCES" will be displayed. You may
then modify your search terms, or display
your references by pressing <ENTER>. To
modify, use the <DELETE> key to erase all
terms at once, or use the LEFT ARROW
keys to erase one letter at a time from right
to left. Press < ENTER> once more to
rerun your search.
If you display your references they are

displayed in the normal LEGALTRAC
format. Under each numbered reference,
LIBRARY SUBSCRIBES indicates that this
Law Library subscribes to the periodical
cited. HEADINGS AVAILABLE indicates
that a list of related subject headings is
available.
These may be displayed by
highlighting the reference and pressing
<ENTER>.

The windows depict Sir Christopher Wren
and Sir William Blackstone, both fellows of
All Souls College and were displayed in the
hall of All Souls College from 1892 until
1939. The windows, which are close to nine
feet high, were among a group of panels
representing famous alumni. They were
removed during WWII to protect them from
German bombing raids. After the war they
remained in storage until being given to
Marshall-Wythe in 1979.

you highlight a listed RELATED
HEADING and press <ENTER>, the
program takes you to that heading in the
main list of subject headings. From the
subject list you can proceed with a "normal"
LEGALTRAC search. Pressing <ESCAPE>
returns you the list of RELATED
HEADINGS. Press <ESCAPE> once more
to
display your
list
of FOUND
REFERENCES. Press <ESCAPE> again,
and your original search terms will be
displayed on the EXPANDED SEARCH
screen. From this screen you may either
modify and rerun your search, or begin a
new expanded search.
If

The establishment of the first Chair of Law
and Police at the College of William and
Mary in 1779 was modeled on the Vinerian
Chair of Law held by Blackstone at All Souls
College. Christopher Wren's association with
the College of William and Mary came from
the drawings made in 1695 for the first
building at the College.
The Oxford windows provide a splendid focal
point in the Law School lobby and were
indeed a generous gift for the MarshallWythe School of Law.
...MR

Although the process of EXPANDED
searching as described may appear
complicated, once the EXPAND function is
accessed screen "prompts" and menu choices
guide you easily through a search. If you
need help with this feature, or with using
LEGALTRAC in general, contact Rick
Buchanan or Mary Grace Hune in the
Reference Department.
...RB

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTORS

Martha Rush, Editor
Rick Buchanan
Audrey Flock
Mary Grace Hune
Betta Labanish - Secretary
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6th Cir., Cincinnati
-access to oral
argument calendars,
appellate rules, and
text of opinions

9th Cir. San Francisco
-access to oral
argument calendars,
appellate rules, and
text of opinions

CITE

ACOPS

U.S. Supreme Court
-access to text of
opinions

4th Cir., Richmond
-access to full dockets
of cases; obtain info.
about a case by docket
no.; research whether
person or organization
has been a litigant

PACER

project
HERMES *

4th Cir., Richmond
-access to oral
argument calendars,
appellate rules, and
text of opinions

LOCATION & DESCRIPTION

ACES

NAME

•

•
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202/275-7923

usersupport:
415/556-8355

415/556-8620
415/556-8648

Usersupport:
513/684-2681

513/684-2842

usersupport:
804/925-2213

804/771-8084

usersupport:
804/771-8009

804/771-2028
804/771-2063

PHONE #

N/8/1/F

N/8/1/F

N/8/1/F

N/8/1/F

N/8/1/F

P/D/S/D

•

ANSI

ANSI

ANSI

ANSI

ANSI

TERMINAL
TYPE

i

2400

1200

1200

2400

2400

BAUD

i

bbs<enter>
bbs<enter>

bbs<enter>
newuser<enter>

Call (804)9252213
to register and
obtain a password

bbs<enter>
bbs<enter>

LOGON / LOGOFF
COMMANDS

I

.1

See Mary Grace
Hune to obtain the
usersupport:
school's password
to this bulletin
202/275-2471
board system.
* Project HERMES is also available-from the PC Lab over the Internet. To access project HERMES over
Internet you need to log onto the Cleveland Free-Net from the campus VM system. Choose selection 4
from the Procomm menu (7171-CSO Bridge).
At the » type C 129.22.8.76 <enter>.
The system will
respond with a welcome message and ask you to log on. Select "2" to log on as a visitor. Next select
"2" to explore the system. Just follow the menus to explore this interesting bulletin board system.

•

DATABASES / ELECTRONIC BULLETIN BOARDS

.-

----

.

LOGON /LOGOFF
COMMANDS

._-

BAUD

_._-

TERMINAL
TYPE

--------

P/D/S/D

1200

- -

PHONE #
TTY

---

LOCATION & DESCRIPTION
E/7/1/H

-

NAME
804/786-8953

- --------

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION

Legislative
Information
System

Userids and
passwords are
available from
Mary Grace Hune
in the Reference
Department.

P/D/S/D

TERMINAL
TYPE

BAUD

<enter> / follow
hangup instructions
for modem software

PHONE #

2400

1200

VT100

ANSI

N/8/1/F

VT100

CONNECT VIRGO
Help (to see menu)
select # from menu /
QUIT

E/7/1/F

804/924-6542

N/8/1/F

LOGON /LOGOFF
COMMANDS

Richmond, VA
-access to text of
pending legislation;
status of Virginia
bills; text of Virginia
Code; minutes of
legislative floor
proceedings;legislative
calendars

LOCATION & DESCRIPTION

LION

William & Mary
-catalog of holdings
in Swem, VIMS and
Marshall-Wythe

NAME

VIRGO

Univ. of Va. Library
-catalog of holdings
in U.Va. main library

804/924-6542

2400

804/221-6413

ONLINE LIBRARY CATALOGS -- VIRGINIA AND D.C.

I

UVa. Law

Univ. of Va. Law Lib.
-catalog of holdings
in U. Va. Law Library

CONNECT LAW
(menu will appear)
select "I" for info
about library /
QUIT

--

i

I

1200
GULLIVER Georgetown U. Law Lib.
202/662-9203 N-8-1-F VT100
<enter> / <H> (hangup)
Addi tional information: There is no --fee to you to search these informatIon sources-except for the cost
of the phone call. If you wish to log onto these sources from the PC's in the computer lab, you will
need to obtain a long distance authorization code from the Telecommunications Department at 221-1776.
If you want to explore e-mail or bulletin boards available through Bitnet or Internet, you will also
need to get a USERID to get onto the campus VM computer system.
You can call Jim Carter in the
Computer Center at 221-3004 to obtain your USERID. If you have other questions about these information
sources or other information available through electronic bulletin boards, please see Mary Grace Hune
in the Reference Department.
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